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SUP 

Superfluity. n.fl. [fuperfuite, Fr.from flupcrjiuous.] More 
than enough; plenty beyond ufe or ncceffitv. 

Having this way eafed the church, as they thought, of Su¬ 
perfluity , they went on till they had plucked up even thofc 
things which alfo had taken a great deal deeper root. Hooker. 

i hey are as fick that furfeit with too much, as they that 
ftarve with nothing ; therefore it is no mean happinefs to be 
feared in the mean: fuperfiuity comes fooncr by white hairs, 
but competency lives longer. ' Shakeflpeare. 

A quiet mediocrity is Hill to be preferred before a troubled 
Superfluity. Suckling. 

Like the fun, let bounty fpread her ray. 

And fhine that Jvprrfluity away. Pope. 

Superfluous, adj. [fluper and fiuo, Lat. fluperflu, Fr.] Exu¬ 
berant; more than enough; unneccflary; ofFenlive by being 
more than fufficient. 

I think it fluperfluous to ufe any words ot a fubjeftfo praifed 
in itfelf as it needs no praifes. ' Sidney. 

When a thing ccafeth to be available unto the end which 
gave it being, the continuance of it mult then appear fuperfiu- 
eus - Hooker. 

Our fluperfluous lacqueys and our peafants, 

M ho in unneceflary aft ion iwarm 

About our fquares of battle. Shakeflpeare's Henry V. 

A proper title of a peace, and purchas’d ■ 

At a fluperfluous rate. Shakeflpeare. 

As touching the miniftring to the flints, it is [up rfluous to 
Write. 2 Cor. ix. i. 

Horace will our fluperfluous branches prune, 

Give us new rules, and fet our harp in tune. Roflcommon. 

If ye know, 

Why afk ye, and fluperfluous begin 

Your meflage, like to end as much in vain ? Milton. 

Supe'rfluousness. n.J. [ftom fluperfluous.'] The flatc of be¬ 
ing fuperfluous. 

Su'perflux n.fl. [fluper and fluxut, Latin.] That which is 
more than is wanted. 

Take phyfick, pomp; 

Expofc thyfelf to feel what wretches feel. 

That thou may’ll lhake the fnper flux to them. Shakeflpeare. 

Superhu'man. adj. [fluper and humanus, Latin.] Above the 
nature or power of man. 

Superimpregnantjon. n.fl. [ fluper and impregnation.] Su¬ 
perconception ; fuperfetation. 

Superincumbent, n.fl. \_flupcr and incumbent, Latin.] Ly¬ 
ing on the lop of fomething elfe. 

It is fometimes fo extremely violent, that it forces the flu - 
perincumlent flrata; breaks them all throughout, and thereby 
perfectly undermines and ruins their foundations. 

Woodward. 

To Superindu'ce. v.a. [fluper and induce, Latin.] 

j. To bring in as an addition to fomething clfe. 

Relation is not contained in the real exillence of things, 
but fomething extraneous and fluperinduced. Locke. 

In children, favages, and ill-natured peop’e. learning not ha¬ 
ving call their native thoughts into new moulds, nor by fluper- 
inducing foreign doftrines, confounded thofc fair characters na¬ 
ture had written, their innate notions might lie open. Locke. 

2. To bring on as a thing not originally belonging to that on 
which it is brought. 

To Jupc> induce any virtue upon a perfon, take the living 
creature in which that virtue is moll eminent. Bacon. 

Cultom and corruption fluperinduce upon us a kind of neccf- 
fity of going on as we began. L'Eftrange. 

Father is a notion fluperinduced to the fubftance or man, and 
refers only to an aft of that thing called man, whereby he con¬ 
tributed to the generation of one of his own kind, let man 
be what it will. Locke. 

Long cullom of finning fupcrinduces upon the foul new and 
abfurd defircs, like the dillcmper of the foul, feeding only up¬ 
on filth and corruption. South’s Sermons. 

Superindu'ction. n.fl. [from fluper and induce.'] The aft of 
fupcrinducing. 

A good inclination is but the firll rude draught of virtue; 
the fuperinduflion of ill habits quickly deface it. South. 

Superinje'ctjon. n.fl [fluper and injettiou. ] An injeflion 
fucceeding upon another. DU 7 . 

Superinstitu'tion. n.fl. [fttfler and inftitution.] [Inlaw.] 
One inlliuition upon another; as if A be inftituted and ad¬ 
mitted to a benefice upon a title, and B be inftituted and ad¬ 
mitted by the prefentation of another. Bailey. 

To SUPERINTEND, v.a. [fluper and intend.'] To overfee; 
to overlook ; to take care of others with authority. 

The king will appoint a council who may fluperintend 
the works of this nature, and regulate what concerns the co¬ 
lonies. Bacon’s Advice to Vi/liers. 

This argues defign, and a fluperintending wifdom, power 
and providence in this fpccial bulinefs of food. Derham. 

Angels, good or bad, mull be furnifhed with prodigious 
knowledge, to overfee Perfia and Grecia of old; or if any 
fuch fluperintend the affairs of Great Britain now. Watts. 


SUP 

Superintendence, \n.fl [from fluper and , 

SuPERiNTE'NDENdy. J riour care ; the aft of ovcif' ^ 
authority. 0,,cr eeiD g with 

Such an umverfal fuperintendency.hzs the eve an,) c , 
providence over all, even the moll minute and i^ln of 
things. ‘"confiderabl;. 

The divine providence, which hath a vifiblc refn'-f"®"'- 
being of every man, is yet more obfcrvable in iJr t0 ^ 


dency over focicties. 

/ . Gn 


itsfluperintat. 

•An admirable indication of the divine [uterine & 
lanagemenr. HP^menaaut 

Superinte ndent, n.fl [ fuptrinUndant , Fr. from D -" han ' 
One who overlooks others authoritatively. P^nttni’] 

Next to Brama, one Deuendre is th * Superintended A • 
who hath many more under him. - .... dcit )’> 

I lie world pays a natural veneration to men of vim!^'^ 
rejoice to fee thcmfelves condufted by thofi: and 

the care of a fupremc being, and who think thctSf" 
countable to the great judge and Superintendent of huma n * 

Superio rity, n.fl [from fluperiour.] Pre-eminence; St 
lity of bemg greater or higher than another in any re S 
. BeHarmine makes the formal aft of adoration to K uh 
jcftion to a fupenour; but he makes the mere aDorehJr 
of excellency to include the formal reafon of it; w j£ ‘ " ° n 
excellency without Superiority doth not require any fubieE 
but only eftimation. . J c v 0H 

The perfon who advifes, docs in that particular exft 
zfuperv.nty over us, thinking us defeftivc in our conduct £ 
underftanding. Addiflon’s ipetlZ 

Supe RIOUR. adj. [flupeneur,Yr.Superior, Latin ] * 

1. Higher; greater in dignity or excellence; preferable or Pre . 

ferred to another. • ' 

In commencing another you do yourfelf right; for be that 
you commend is either /iperiour to you in that you commend 
or inferiour; if lie be inferiour, if he be to be commended’ 
you much more: if he be fluperiour, if he 7 be not to be com¬ 
mended, you much lefs glorious. p..,. n 

Although Superior to the people, yet not fluferier to thdr 
own voluntary engagements once paflbd from them. Taylor 
Heaven takes part with the oppreffed, and tyrants are upon 
their behaviour to a fluperior power. L’EJhaagt. 

Superior beings above us, who enjoy perfect happinefs, arc 
more fteadily determined in their choice of good than we, and 
yet they arc pot lefs happy or lefs free than we are. Lode. 

He laughs at men ot far fluperiour underftandings to his, 
for not being as well drafted as himfclf. Swift, 

2. Upper; higher locally. 

By the refraftion of the fecond prifm, the breadth of the 
image was not cncreafed, but its fluperiour part, which in the 
firll prifm fufFered the greater refraftion, and appeared violet 
and blue, did again in the fecond prifm fufFer a greater refra¬ 
ftion than its inferiour part which appeared red and yellow. 

Newton's Opliiii. 

3. Free from emotion or concern; unconquered. 

From amidll them forth he pafs’d. 

Long way through hoftile fcorn ; which he fuftain’d 
Superior, nor of violence fear’d ought. Milton, 

Here paflion firll 1 felt. 

Commotion ftrange! in all enjoyments elfe 
Superior and unmov’d. AfUtoih 

There is not in earth a fpeftacle more worthy than a great 
man fluperiour to his fufFerings. Addiflon’s SpcRatsr. 

Supe'riour. n.fl. One more excellent or dignified than an¬ 
other. 

Thofe under the great officers of Hate, have more frequent 
opportunities for the excrcife of benevolence than their fluff 
ricurs. AdJijiris SpcSctor, 

Superla'tion. n.f. [fluperlatio, Latin.] Exaltation of any 
thing beyond truth or propriety. 

There are words that as much raife a ftyle as others can 
deprefs it; fuperlation and ovcrmuchncfs amplifies: it may 
be above faith, but not above a mean. Ben. Johnjon, 

SUPERLATIVE, adj. [fluperlatif, Fr.fluperlaiivui, Latin.] 

1. Implying or expreffing the higheft degree. 

It is an ufual way to give the flupcrlative unto things of emi¬ 
nence ; and when a thing is very great, prefently to define it 
to be the grcatcfl of all. Browrls Vulgar Eneurt. 

Some have a violent and turgid manner of talking and think¬ 
ing; they arc always in extremes, and pronounce concerning 
every thing in the Superlative. Watts. 

2 . Rifing to the higheft degree. 

The high court of parliament in England is 

Bacon's Adviceurdhecs. 

Martyrdoms I reckon amongft miracles; bccaufe thev l“® 
to exceed the ftrength of human nature; and I may do the 1 ' 
of fluperlative and admirable holinefs. j. ’ 

'The generality of its reception is with many the perfuaea » 
argument of its fluperlative defert; and common judges me- 
furc excellency by numbers. Clan 1 

- Ingratitude 




samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Langu 
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Ingratitude andxompaffion never cohabit in the fame breaft; 
which fhews the fluperlative malignity of this vice, and the 
b ifcnefs of the mind in which it dwells. South s Sermons. 
c„ p Vrlatively. adv [from fluperlative] 

\ In a manner of fpeech expreffing the higheft degree. 

I (hall not fpeak Superlatively of them ; but that I may tru y 
fay, they are fecond to none in the Chriftian world. Bacon. 

, I n the bigbcil degree. . , 

I iberius was bad enough in his youth; but fluperlative.y 
4 pd monftroufly fo in his old age. South’s Sermons. 

'The Supreme Being is a fpirit mod excellently glorious, /r- 
terlativeh powerful, wife and good, Creator of sill things. Bent. 
Supe'RLATIVeness. n.fl. [from fluperlative.^ I he flatc of bc- 

ine in the higheft dfegiee. 

Superlu'nar adj. [Juper and luna.] Not fublunary ; placed 
above the moon ; not of this world. 

The mind, in nictaphyficks, at a lofs. 

May wander in a wilderuefs of mofs ; 

The head that turns at fluperlunar things. 

Pois’d with a tail, may fleer on Wilkins’wings. Dunciad. 
Supernal, adj. [ fluper nus, Latin.] 

1. Having an higher pofition ; locally above us. 

By heaven and earth was meant the folid matter and fub- 
ftancc, as well of all the heavens and orbs Jupernal, as of the 
globe of the earth and waters which covered it Raleigh. 

2. Relating to things above ; placed above ; cadeftial ; licavcn- 

That flupernal Judge that ftirs good thoughts 
In any brealf of ltrong authority. 

To look into the bolts and llains of right, Shakeflpeare. 

He with frequent intercourfe 
Thither will fi-nd his winged mcflcngers, 

On errands of flujernal grace. Milton. 

Both glorying to have ’fcap’d the Stygian flood. 

As gods, and by their own recover'd ftrength, 

Not by the fufF'rance of /uperna! pow’r. Alilton. 

SUPERNATANT, adj. [ flpernatam , Latin.] Swimming 
above. 

Whilft the fubftance continued fluid, I could fhake it with 
the flupernatant menftruum, without making between them any 
true union. Byte. 

Supernata'tion. n.fl. [from flip-mat:, Latin.] The aft of 
fwimmingon the top of any thing. 

Touching the fupematation of bodies, take of aquafortis 
two ounces, of quicklilvcr two drams, the dilfolution will not 
, bear a flint as big as a nutmeg. Bacons Nat. Hflory. 

Bodies are differenced by fupematation , as floating on wa¬ 
ter; for chryftal will fink in water, as carrying iii its own 
bulk a greater ponderofity than the fpace of any water it doth 
occupy; and will therefore only fwim in molten metal and 
quickfilver. Brown's Vulgar Enours. 

Superna'tur al. adj. [fluper and natural,] Being above the 
powers of nature. 

There refteth either no way unto fidvation, or if any, then 
furely a way which is Supernatural, a way which could never 
have entered into the heart of a man, as much as once to 
conceive or imagine, if God himfclf had not revealed it ex¬ 
traordinarily ; for which caufc wc term it the myftery or fe- 
cret way of falvation. Hooker. 

When fliipe-natural duties are neccftarily exacted, natural 
are not rejefted as needlefs. Hooker. 

1 he underftanding is fecured by the perfeftion of its own 
nature, or by flupe- natural affiftance. Tillotflon. 

What mifls of providence are thefe, 

Through which wc cannot fee ? 

So faints by Supernatural power fet free 
Are left at laft in martyrdom to die. Dryden. 

Superna'tur ai.ly. adv. [from fluper natural.'] In a manner 
above the courte or power of nature. 

1 he Son of God came to do every tiling in miracle, to love 
fupcrnaturaUy, and to pardon infinitely, and even to lay down 
thc Sovereign while he affumed the Saviour. South’s Sermons. 
bUPERNi/.MER ar y. adj. [ fupernumerdire, Fr flup -r and numerus, 

. Lat. j Being above a ftateJ, a neceflary, an ufual, or a round 
number. 

Well if thrown out, as Supernumerary 
To my juft number found f Miens Paradifle Lift. 

In fixty three years there may be loft eighteen days, omit¬ 
ting the intercalation of one day every fourth year, allowed 
for this quadrant or fix hours Supernumerary. Brown. 

The odd or jupernumtrary fix hours are not accounted in 
the three years after the leap year. Haider. 

The produce of this tax is adequate to the fervices for which 
it is defigned, and the additional tax is proportioned to the/«- 
pemumerary expence this year. Addiflms Freeholder. 

Antiochus Eupator began to augment his fleet; but the Ro¬ 
man fenate ordered his Supernumerary veflels to be burnt. 

ur. Arhutlmot on Coins. 

A J u Pf r n inner ary canon is one who docs not receive any of 
f P 1-0 ^ or emoluments of the church, but only lives and 
terves there on a future expectation of fomc prebend. Ay tiffe 
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Su'pf.rplant. n.fl. [fluper and plant.1 A plant growing up¬ 

on another plant. 

No fuperplant is a formed plant but mifletoe. Bacon. 

To Superpower ate. v. a. [fluper and pondero, Latin.] T o 
weigh over and above. Di£t. 

SupeiTpropo RTioN. n.fl. [fluper and proportio, Latin.] Over¬ 
plus of proportion. 

No defeft of velocity, which requires as great afuperptopor- 
tion in the caufe, can be overcome in an ir.ftant. Digby. 

Superpurgation, n.fl. [flupe-purgation, Yt. fluper and purga¬ 
tion.] More purgation than enough. 

There happening a fluperpurgation,\\c declined the repeating 
of that purge. Wifleman s Surgery. 

Superrefle'xion. n.fl. [fluper and reflexion.] Reflexion of 
an image reflefted. 

Place one glafs before and another behind, you fliall fee 
the glafs behind with the image within the glafs before, and 
again the glafs before in that, and divers fuch ft/perrflexions, 
till the fpccies fpeciei at laft die. Bacon’s Natural Hijlory. 

Supersa'liency. n.fl. [fluper and folio, Latin; this were 
better written fupcrji Pencyi] The aft of leaping upon any thing. 
Their coition is by fuperfaliency, like that ot horfes. 

Brown. 

To Superscri'be. v.a. [ fl-per ani fleribo, Latin.] To in- 
feribe upon the top or outfide. 

Fabretti and others believe, that by thc two fortunes were 
only meant in general the goddefs who fent profperity or af- 
fliftions, and produce in their behalf an ancient monument, 
fluperfleribed. Addifon. 

Superscription, n.fl. [fluper and fleriptio, Latin.] 

1. The aft of fuperferibing. 

2. That which is written on the top or outfide. 

Doth this ciiurlifh juperfloi;lion 
Portend fome alteration in good will. Shakeflpeare's H. VI. 
Read me thc flup-erflcription of thefe letters; I know not 
which is which. Shakeflpeare's Timon of Athens. 

Let me love her my fill 
No fuperferiptions of fame. 

Of honour or good name, 

No thought but to improve 

The gentle and quick approaches of my love. Suckling. 

I learn of my experience, not by talk. 

How counterfeit a coin they are who friends 
•Bear in their flupeefleript an ; in profperous days 
T heyfwarm, hut in adverfe withdraw their head. Milton 
It is enough her ftone 
May honour’d be with flupeJirption 
Of the foie lady, who had pow’r to move 
1 he great Northumberland. TValler. 

To Supersede, v.a. [fluper and fledeo, Latin ] To make 
void or inefficacious by fuperiour power ; to fet afide. 

Paffion is the drunkenncls of the mind; and therefore in 
its prefent workings not controlablc by reafon ; for as much 
as thc proper effect of it is, for the time, to fluperflede the work¬ 
ings of reafon. South's Sermons. 

In this genuine acceptation of chance, nothing is fuppofed 
that can fuperjede the known laws of natural motion. 

Bentley. 

SUPERSE'DEAS. [Inlaw] Is a writ which lieth in divers 
and fundry cafes; in all which it fignifies a command or requeft 
to flay or forbear the doing of that which in appearance of law 
were to be done, were it nut for the caufe whereupon the writ 
is granted: for example, a man regularly is to have furetv of 
peace againft him of whom he will (wear that he is afraid ; and 
the juft ice required hereunto cannot deny him: yet if the 
party be formerly bound to the peace, in chancery or elfe- 
where, this writ lieth to ftay thc juftice front doing that, 
which otherwife he might not deny. Cornel. 

The ffir diftance of this county from the court, hath here¬ 
tofore afforded it a fluptrfledeas from takers and purveyours. 

c . Ca-evj s Survey of Cornwall. 

Superse RVICEAELE. adj. r fluper and flerviceable J Over offi¬ 
cious ; more than is neceflary or required. 

QlTDTTJC^tAf^^; f u P er f* r viceable finical rogue. Shukefpeare. 

SLPERSl l ION. n ft. [fluperjlition, Fr. fluterjl.tio, Latin ] 
1. Unneccflary fear or fcruples in religion ; obfervance of unne- 
cefiary and uncommanded rites or practices; religion without 
morality. ® 

They the truth 

vv itf\ fluperjlitions and traditions taint. Milton. 

A rev rent fear, fuch fluperftitian reigns 
Among the rude, ev’n then pofTefs’d the fwains. Dnden 

2 ' vercnce* ‘ialfe ° f ^ " 0 ‘ "'“P" ^ 

^1 hey had certain queftions againft him of their own fluper- 

A£!s xxv. 19. 


Jlition. 

3. Over-nicety ; exaftnefs too fcrupulous. 
bU A E ,*,fo^ ri0 r US ' a $\ f flnpcrjlitieux, Fr. flupe,fllitioflus, Latin.] 
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